[image: image1.jpg]i}(

\y .
/ Connecticut
=—" AudubonSociety

Coastal Center at Milford Point






International Big Sit! Birding Challenge
 Sunday, October 9, 2011

Support Our Connecticut Audubon Team!

Information and 2011 PLEDGE Form
Our Connecticut Audubon Surf Scopers team (Jim Dugan, Patrick Dugan, Frank Gallo, Frank Mantlik, and Tina Green) are gearing up to defend  their Connecticut Big Sit! birding record--107 species seen from within a 17-foot circle. In 2010 they placed third in the overall competition, besting 239 other teams representing 51 countries! Their goal: spot as many different species of birds as possible without leaving their seats! They’ll start before dawn, end after dark, and will SIT! as they’ve never sat before, all to raise funds to support the Connecticut Audubon Coastal Center. You can help them by pledging your support. 

On past sits, they’ve found some amazing species, including Common Eider, Black and Surf Scoter, Hudsonian Godwit, Long-billed Dowitcher, American Golden Plover, American Bittern, Bald Eagle, Northern Goshawk, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Common Nighthawk, and a once-in-a-lifetime, Yellow Rail that crash landed next to the platform and almost gave them a heart attack. In 2011 the famous White-tailed Kite even made an appearance! 
They’ll give it their all! We invite you to join the team by pledging your support. Help us achieve our ambitious goal of seeing over 100 species and raising $2,000 -- every dollar you pledge will go directly to support the Connecticut Audubon Coastal Center at Milford Point – truly one of the northeast’s great birding destinations.  We cannot do this without you, and we thank you in advance for your generosity!

Here’s how you can help support the Coastal Center:
1. You pledge an amount for every bird species we find during the 2011 Big Sit! or pledge a flat amount -- all donations are welcome, needed, and appreciated, and corporate matching helps! 
2. We pledge to spend October 9th standing atop our platform, within our 17-foot circle, scanning the skies, beaches, and marshes in search of birds.

3. We will send you our results and your pledge payment amount the week of October 18th.  100% of your donation will be used to support CT Audubon Society’s Coastal Center at Milford Point.  Your donation is tax deductable. 
4. Challenge us! Give us a Challenge Pledge to find a particular bird species. 

 –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –   –  –   –   –   –   – –   –  
PLEDGE Form

      I am making a per-species donation of (please check one):       
       □$2.00 
 □$1.50       □$1.00      □.75 cents       □.50 cents       □.25 cents       □Other amount ($_ .__) 
OR:____ I am donating a total amount of : ($___.__).    ___Here’s my Special Challenge Pledge: I will donate $___.__ if you see this species!   _______________________________________________
      Your Name: _____________________________________________________________________    

      Address: ________________________________________________________________________    

      City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________

      E-mail: ____________________________________   Phone: (____) ________________________

Please return this form by October 8, 2011 to:

CT Big Day Challenge

Make Check Payable to: Connecticut Audubon Society 
Coastal Center at Milford Point
1 Milford Point Road, Milford, CT 06460

Questions? Contact fgallo@ctaudubon.org.

